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When asked the number-one challenge with Shakespeare’s works, modern-day audiences will almost always respond: “the language.” It’s 
true that the language does sound different to our ears and that Shakespeare uses phrases we no longer use in our everyday speech. 
But think of this: There are phrases that we use today that would baffle Shakespeare, should he magically time-travel to this day and 
age. That’s because language [especially English] is constantly transforming. 

Note: Here is a link to the Great River Shakespeare Festival’s YouTube video “Mean Tweets - Shakespeare Edition” to give them a 
jump start into the lesson [Have a discussion before you begin and choose some from the video to have the students interpret] 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9e5L7bX74c 
 

 

Come, come, and sit you down.  
You shall not budge. You go not till I set you up a glass  
Where you may see the inmost part of you. 
Hamlet, Act 3, scene 4 
 
To be, or not to be, that is the question:  
Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer  
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,  
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,  
And by opposing end them. 
Hamlet, Act 3, scene 1 
 
Oh, what a rogue and peasant slave I am! 
Hamlet, Act 2, scene 2 
 

How weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable  
Seem to me all the uses of this world! 
Hamlet, Act 1, scene 2 
 
This above all: to thine own self be true,  
And it must follow, as the night the day,  
Thou canst not then be false to any man. 
Polonius, Act 1, scene 3 
 
When sorrows come, they come not single spies But in battalions. 
Claudius, Act 4, scene 5 
 
Oh, what a noble mind is here o’erthrown! 
Ophelia, Act 3, scene 1 
 
If thou didst ever hold me in thy heart  
Absent thee from felicity a while,  
And in this harsh world draw thy breath in pain To tell my story. 
Hamlet, Act 5, scene 2 

 
h When bad things happen, they don’t happen one at a time, they happen in 

multitudes.  
 
 
 
h Come here and sit down. Don’t move. You’re not leaving until you look 

in this mirror—take a good look at your soul and see what you’ve done. 
 
 
 

h The most important thing is to be true to yourself because if you do, 
then you’ll never be fake with anyone else. 

 
 
 

h If you ever loved me, please stay sad for a while. Endure the pain of 
living with my death a while longer so you can tell the world the truth 
about what happened to me. 

 
 
 
h The question is whether it’s better to be alive or dead. Is it better to 

suffer life’s painful events or to just avoid it all by dying? 
 

 
 
h Everything in life seems so tiring, dull and useless. 
 
 
 
h Ugh! I am so out of control, and such a worthless person. He used to be 

brilliant; madness has ruined him.
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Overview: Being able to empathize with fictional characters sheds light on our own personal situations, and recasts the plot of the 
play in relevant terms. 
 
Goal: To bring the characters of Hamlet into a real-world context. 
 
Outcomes: Students will be able to use basic facts from the text to imaginatively enter into the thoughts, feelings, and motivations 
of fictional characters by creating a mock Facebook page. 
 
Activity: Familiarize students with the profile layout of a social networking site page, such as Facebook.  
 

o Ask the students to fill in the profile with: 
e vital statistics 
e brief bio 
e likes and dislikes 
e friends 
e life events 

 
Note: Students should use information drawn from their knowledge of the play (for example, Hamlet is dressed in black), filled out by 
their imaginations (for example, Hamlet has liked really sad music for a while). 
 

o Profile photos may be drawn or cut out from magazines. Remember, many actual Facebook profile pages do not 
have an actual photo of the person who made them—Facebook members sometimes choose a picture of something 
they feel represents them like: symbol that represents them or an image of something they might like  

o Share the pages you have created in student pairs or in a group discussion. 
 

Reflection 

e Name one thing you had to imagine about your character that you think is really interesting. 

e Was it easy to imagine beyond the play—for instance?  

e Do you feel the play did not provide enough information? How so? 

e How easy was it to decide who your character’s friends are?  

e Would your character ignore a friend request from other characters in the play? Why or why not? 
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Overview: Using the social network Twitter, have your students create a list of tweets from different characters, tracking 
their progress throughout the play. Have them go a step further to create dialogue between characters. 
 
Goal: To bring the characters of Hamlet into a real-world context. To increase understanding of how the characters interact 
and feel towards one another. 
 
Outcomes: Students will be able to use specific facts and lines from the play to make clear the relationships between 
characters. 
 
Note: Here is a link to the Great River Shakespeare Festival’s YouTube video “Kids Explain Shakespeare's 
Hamlet” to give them a jump start into the lesson. [Proves anyone can understand Shakespeare]  

o  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtJiU7RdCpc&spfreload=10 
 
Activity: Familiarize student with the layout of a twitter post [a tweet] and its character limit (140, including spaces). 

o Ask the students to create a Twitter name for their character. 

o Ask students to create a list of tweets that their character would post throughout the play. 

o Have students create Twitter names for other characters in the play and have them talk to one another via Twitter.  
 
Examples: 

e @themaninblack: 2 B or not 2 B #thatisthequestion 

e @RosenGuild: @Hamlet let’s go for a ride #Imonaboat 

e @opheliaflowergirl: Oh, woe is me #lonelygirlproblems 
 
Reflection: 
e Was it easy to decide what the characters’ Twitter names were?  

e Did you try to make the Twitter names reflect something about the character? 

e Was it easy or fun to pick out lines from the play to use in a tweet? 

e Were some relationships easier to convey via tweets than others? Why? 
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1. Circle the number of stars that best matches how you’d rate this performance. (One star is the lowest rating 
and five stars is the best rating.) Then write a paragraph in the space below that specifically describes why you 
gave it that rating. Do not simply say “I didn’t like it,” but say why. For example, “I didn’t like the fact that 
the director changed the setting to New York” or “I loved the way the actors made me believe that they were 
really going to kill each other.” 
 

H  H  H  H  H 
 
Star rating: _____ stars 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What is the central idea or theme of the play? 
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3. Outline the main actions that happened in the plot (what were the big events in the story?). 

e   
  
 

e   
 
 

e   
 
 

e   
 
 

e  
 
 

 
 
4. What did you particularly like or dislike about the design elements of this play (set design, lights, costumes, 
music, etc.)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Shakespeare writes about feelings that we all experience. In Hamlet, we see people with feelings like love, 
jealousy, anger, frustration, and others. Pick one of these emotions that you’ve experienced strongly and write 
what happened in your life to make you feel that way and what happened because of it. 
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Give this production a rating of 1 to 5 stars. (One star is the lowest rating and five stars is the highest.) Below 
write a paragraph review of the play. In other words, describe why you gave it that rating. Give specific examples to 
support your reasons. Then reflect on the following questions 
 

H  H  H  H  H 
 
Star rating: _____ stars 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. How would you describe the character of Hamlet as he is portrayed in this production?  
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2. Does Shakespeare give any reasons as to why Hamlet delays so long in taking action? What justifications 
can you find?  
 
 
 
 
3. Why are we still staging this play 400 years since Shakespeare wrote it? Why do you think the director 
chose this play?  
 
 
 
 
 
4. Which character did you sympathize with most? Why?  
 
 
 
 
 
5. Think about and describe:  

e The vocal and physical actions of the actors (characterization)  
 
 

e The set 
 
 

e The costumes 
 
 
 
6. What do you think are some of the themes of the play?  
 
 
 
 
 
7. Did the elements of characterizations, set, and/or costumes reinforce any of these themes?  
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8. Shakespeare writes about things that we all experience: love, jealousy, death, anger, revenge, passion, 
misunderstandings, etc. Write a paragraph about one big emotion in the play that you’ve also experienced in your 
life.  
 
 
 
 
 
9. Now, imagine you are the director of Hamlet, create your new production.  

e Cast the characters of Hamlet and Ophelia with famous actors. Why would you choose these two people?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e Many directors set Shakespeare plays in time periods other than the Renaissance. What other setting 
could you place the play in that would make sense? Why?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e How about costumes? Imagine how the characters in your new production would be dressed that would 
illustrate the kinds of characters they are and what setting you have put the play in. 
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When it comes to the work of Shakespeare’s there have been so many different adaptations for us to experience. A great activity to do is choose two 
versions of the same Shakespeare show to watch or read and compare and contrast them [Here are a Few Suggestions: The Lion King and Hamlet – 10 Things 
I Hate About You and Taming of the Shrew – West Side Story and Romeo & Juliet – She’s The Man and Twelfth Night – Scotland, PA and Macbeth – Ran 
and King Lear – Big Business and The Comedy of Errors – Forbidden Planet – The Tempest]. 
 

Note: Here is a link to the Great River Shakespeare Festival’s YouTube video “Tyrants & Tiaras - Toddlers & Tiaras” to Show three Shakespearean Plays 
adapted to a modern television show.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgY6pVS-pA0 
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Overview: Using the recent craze of comic book movies and superheroes, have your students create their own comic cell of a 
Shakespeare play. Have them go a step further to create dialogue between characters. 
 
Goal: Learning Shakespeare’s 5 act play structure and story plot structure.  
 
Outcomes: Students will be able to retell the story and summarize events. 
 
Note: Here is a link to the Great River Shakespeare Festival’s YouTube video “Kids Explain Shakespeare's 
Hamlet” to give them a jump start into the lesson. [Proves anyone can understand Shakespeare]  

o  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtJiU7RdCpc&spfreload=10 
 
Activity: Familiarize student with the layout plot structure  

o Ask the students to choose a Shakespearean play or use the one you are currently discussing 

o Have the students break down the 5 act play into the 6 cell plot structure 

o Use their creativity to illustrate each cell and write a description of what is happening during each of the steps  
 
Examples: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection: 
e Was it easy to figure out each of the steps in the plot pyramid? 

e Was it easy or fun to pick out lines from the play to use in each cell? 

e Were some relationships easier to convey via tweets than others? Why? 
 


